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NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  oj  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  ended 
3 1  st  December,  /  952 

BY 

m.  f.  McDonnell,  m.b.,  b.cii.,  b.a.o.,  d.pjl 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northfeeet  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952  upon  the 
public  health  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Northfieet. 

Population.  There  was  an  increase  of  310  in  the  Registrar  General's  estimate 
from  18,840  in  1951  to  19,150  for  the  present  year. 

Birth  Rate.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  shows  a  decrease — 14.62 
for  the  present  year  compared  with  16.18  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1952  was  15.3. 

The  still-birth  rate  for  1952  was  low.  The  figure,  14.00  per  thousand  of  the 
population  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  of  16.18  for  1951.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1952  was  22.6. 

General  Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  for  1952  was  11.8  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
For  1951  the  rate  was  11.77.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1952  was  11.3. 
Total  deaths  in  the  district  during  1952  was  226,  as  compared  with  222  in  1951. 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population.  The  number  of  births  in  1952  exceeded 
the  deaths  by  54;  in  1951  this  figure  was  73. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  high  at 
42.85,  the  rate  for  1951  was  also  high,  being  36.06.  The  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  are  1952 — 27.6  and  1951 — 29.6.  The  number  of  such  infants  dying  in  the 
district  during  1952  was  12  and  in  1951,  H- 

Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area.  These  services  are  administered  by 
the  Kent  County  Council,  and  following  my  usual  practice  I  have  included  a  summary 
of  the  local  services  available,  together  with  an  up-to-date  time  table  in  the  form 
of  an  Appendix  to  the  report. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  It  became  necessary  during  the  year  to  under¬ 
take  the  duty  imposed  upon  local  authorities  by  vSection  50  of  the  Act,  of  arranging 
funerals  for  4  persons. 

Infectious  Disease.  A  tabulated  statement  showing  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  is  included  in  the  report.  In  practically  all  instances  the  cases  were  fewer  in 
1952  than  1951  and  for  the  fourth  successive  year  no  diphtheria  occurred  in  the 
district. 

Extracts  from  the  Council's  tuberculosis  records  are  also  included.  Northfleet’s 
death  rate  for  this  disease  during  the  year  was  0.15  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
compared  with  0.24  for  England  and  Wales.  The  number  of  deaths  occurring  during 
the  year  was  3.  'These  figures  are  most  impressive;  Northfleet’s  rate  is  well  below 
the  national  level,  half  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  lowest  ever  shown  on  the 
Council’s  records  for  any  one  year. 

It  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  that  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  been 
falling  steadily  for  some  years,  and  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1951 
has  shown  a  reduction  of  40%  since  1947. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area.  Northfleet’s  water  supply  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  quantity  and  quality,  and  some  details 
became  available  during  the  year  of  preliminary  proposals  relating  to  a  scheme  of 
main  drainage  for  that  part  of  the  district,  on  the  southern  boundary,  which  at  present 
remains  unsewered. 

Housing.  A  further  134  new  houses  were  constructed  in  the  urban  district  during 
the  year,  and  I  have  commented  on  the  condition  of  existing  houses;  I  feel  that 
the  ultimate  solution  of  the  present  housing  problem,  lies,  not  only  in  the  provision 
of  new  houses,  but  also  in  the  preservation  of  suitable  houses  which  exist  but 
which,  owing  to  the  effects  of  rent  control  are  unable  to  be  preserved  at  a  sufficient 
standard  of  repair  and  accommodation. 

Accidents  in  the  Home.  The  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of  children  and 
adults  injured  in  accidents  in  the  home  is  causing  concern.  Surveys  have  shown  that 
structural  defects  in  the  home  could  be  responsible  for  one  third  of  the  cases,  and  in 
half  of  these  the  defects  resulted  from  lack  of  maintenance. 

A  large  number  are  considered  to  result  from  ignorance  of  the  dangers  that 
exist  and  lack  of  reasonable  care.  In  one  hospital  67%  of  the  scalds  treated  were 
children  under  5,  and  half  of  these  were  considered  to  be  easily  preventable  with 
ordinary  care:  in  90%  of  the  burning  accidents  from  coal,  gas  or  electric  fires,  no  fire¬ 
guards  were  in  use.  Many  of  the  fatal  falls,  especially  those  of  old  people,  and  particu¬ 
larly  down  stairs,  could  be  prevented  with  proper  advice  and  attention. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  accidental  poisoning,  especially  in  young  children,  could 
again  be  prevented  with  advice  and  education. 

Health  visitors  are  giving  every  help  by  giving  advice  and  distributing  literature. 

I  have  once  again  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  encouragement 
afforded  me  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  to  extend  to  my  fellow  officers  and 
staff  my  appreciation  of  their  co-operation  and  loyalty. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  F.  McDONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MEMBERS  OF  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


1952. 

Councillor  T.  S.  White  (Chairman) 

,,  E.  F.  Grieves 

„  F.  G.  Kemseey 

,,  J.  E.  McCoee 

,,  Mrs.  I.  Walter 

,,  Mrs.  V.  G.  Westcott,  j.p. 


1953. 

Councillor  T.  S.  White  (Chairman) 

,,  W.  J.  Dawson 
,,  K.  H.  Price 

,,  E.  J.  J.  C.  Roetse 

,,  Mrs.  I.  Walter 

,,  Mrs.  V.  G.  Westcott,  j.p. 


Member  of  No.  5  Area  Sub-Committee ,  Kent  County  Council  : 

1952  Councillor  T.  S.  White  1953  Councillor  T.  S.  White 


Clerk  : 

Mr.  W.  G.  Futcher. 


Solicitors  : 

Messrs.  Chetrch,  Bruce  &  Co, 


Officers  in 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
Clerk 


Public  Heatth  Department  : 

M.  F.  McDonnell,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
J.  S.Cowpland,  C.S.I.E.R.,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
A.  J.  Munpord,  C.S.I.E.B,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

Miss.  C  E.  Keen 
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A.  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

AREA. 


Area  (Including  397  acres  of  Tidal  and  Inland  Water  and  Foreshore) 
Population  (Census  1951) 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  1952) 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (31st  December,  1952) 

No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year  ending  31st  December,  1952 
No.  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  31st  December,  1932 
No.  of  Rateable  Premises 
Rateable  Value,  1952  ... 

1951  •  •  •  . . . 

1950  •  •  •  . . . 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  1952 

1951 
1950 


4,162 

18,803 

16,080 

5.650 

134 

3,723 

5,999 

£123,297 

£120,917 

£113,686 

£522 

£460 

£430 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Northfleet  has  for  its  northern  boundary  the  River  Thames.  On  its  eastern 
boundary  the  Borough  of  Gravesend.  The  Rural  Districts  of  Dartford  and  Strood 
form  the  southern  boundary  and  the  Urban  District  of  Swanscombe  is  on  the  west. 

The  level  of  the  ground  is  approximately  o  feet  above  sea  level  on  the 
northern  boundary  and  rises  to  approximately  300  feet  on  the  southern  boundary. 

The  high  level  of  employment  has  remained  fairly  constant  over  the  area  during 
past  few  years.  The  number  of  people  employed  in  the  major  industries  is  shown 
by  the  tabulated  list  below  as  approximately  5,000. 


The  Amalgamated  Press  Ltd. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

M. 

568 

F. 

162 

Total 

730 

A.P.C.M.  (Bevans  Works) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

650 

58 

708 

Bowater’s  Thames  Paper  Mills 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

988 

103 

1,091 

Britannia  Lead  Co.,  Ltd. 

.  .  .  s  .  « 

166 

5 

171 

Gravesend  Welding  &  Electrical  Eng. 
W.  T.  Henley’s  Telegraph  Works 

Works  Ltd. 

IIO 

8 

118 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,535 

1,006 

2,54i 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

Births  notified  during  1952  totalled  280,  being  140  males 

and  140  females 

X  lie  IT  Lilli  IXC1  Ui  U1I  UlO  Li.i.10  y  \Z<XL  y  4 y  &±1\J  VV  * 

preceding  year,  as  shown  in  the  table  below 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Number  of  Births  ... 

334 

3ii 

252 

305 

280 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

18.01 

16.66 

13.37 

16.18 

14.62 

[ 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births 

13 

8 

6 

7 

8 

Still  births  :  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

4 


M. 

3 


F. 

1 


Deaths. 


The  registered  deaths  during  the  year  totalled  226,  117  males  and  109  females. 

The  numbers  given  are  those  registered  during  the  year  1952  as  adjusted  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers.  I  am  informed  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  include 
with  the  figures  separate  records  of  the  inward  and  outward  transfers. 


The  table  below  gives  the  comparison  for  the  previous  4  years  : — 


00 

H 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

183 

176 

221 

222 

226 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  est.  population 

9.87 

9-43 

n-73 

n-77 

11.80 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Dive  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  42.85 

Degitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  40.44 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  125.00 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


A 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1952. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections  „ . 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Cancer  of  stomach 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  uterus 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nefvous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 

Pneumonia  . . 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system . _ 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male.  Female. 

117  109 

1  — 

1  1 


6 

4 

7 

1 

12 

11 

4 

24 

6 

1 

19 

2 

2 

1 

1 
11 

2 

1 


1 

2 
1 

4 

3 

10 

1 

15 

12 

2 

26 

5 

3 

4 

2 

2 


2 

12 

1 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1952. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


160  County 

160  Smaller 

Boro’s  and 

Towns 

Great  Towns 

(Resident  Pop. 

Adminis- 

England 

including 

25,000  to 

trative 

and 

London. 

50,000  at 

County 

Wales 

1951  Census) 

London. 

Northfleet. 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

Dinn» 

Live  Births 

15-3 

16.9 

15-5 

17.6 

14.62 

Still  Births  { 

0-35 

22.6  (a) 

0-43 

24.6  (a) 

0.36 

23.0  (a) 

0-34 

19.2  (a) 

0.21 

14.00(a) 

Deaths 

All  causes 
Typhoid  and 

n-3 

12. 1 

II. 2 

12.6 

11. 8 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

0.15 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

O.O4 

0.05 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inc. 

Polioencephalitis)  o.oi 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

043 

0.58 

0.21 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

fever 

Meningococcal 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

i-53 

I-75 

1-58 

1.56 

1-25 

Whooping  cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2-57 

1.66 

3-!8 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.05 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.86 

TO.II 

8.49 

9-23 

3-92 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

o-57 

0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including 

polioenceph  alitis ) 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

Paralytic 

0.06 

0.05 

Non-paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  poisoning 

0.13 

0.l6 

O.II 

0.l8 

0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  17.87  (a) 

23-94  (a) 

10.22  (a) 

30.77  (a) 

0.00(a) 

T 

Rates  per  1,000 

Live  Births. 

Deaths 

All  causes  under 

42.85 

1  year  of  age 
Enteritis  and 

27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

Diarrhoea 
under  2  years 
of  age 

1. 1 

x*3 

0.5 

0.7 

0.00 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


Intermediate 
List  No.  and  cause. 


No.  of 
Deaths 


Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births. 


Rates  per 
million  women 
aged  15-44. 


AII5. 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

61 

0.09 

1 

1  Abortion  with  toxaemia 

13 

0.02 

1 

Au6  < 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

!>. 

W 

H 

c 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnane}^ 
and  childbirth 

59 

0.09 

An8. 

Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia 

3i 

0.04 

3 

AII9. 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

47 

0.07 

5 

AI20. 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy 
childbirth  and  the  puerperium 

138 

0.20 

(a)  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  per  1,000  related  live  births. 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


A  tabulated  list,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  is  shown  in  the  appendix  of  the  report.  The  list  gives  Health  Services 
available  in  connection  with  the  following  : — 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 
Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Women’s  Welfare  Clinics. 

Day  Nurseries. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 
Domestic  Help. 

Health  Visitors. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Requisites. 

Hospital  Services. 
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NORTHFLEET  OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

The  Northfleet  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  formed  during  1951,  continues  its 
many  activities  of  service  to  the  aged. 

The  Committee  is  composed  of  18  members  from  various  local  organisations, 
and  is  maintained  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  grants  from  charitable  organisations. 

It  is  affiliated  to  the  Kent  Council  of  Social  Service,  and  its  objects  are  to  provide 
facilities  for  physical  and  mental  recreation,  the  relieving  oi'poverty,  distress  or  sick¬ 
ness  and  the  pursuing  of  any  objects  of  a  charitable  nature  not  otherwise  provided 
for  by  statutory  authorities  or  local  organisations. 

During  the  past  year,  parties  of  old  people  were  on  three  occasions  taken  on  tours 
of  the  countryside,  and  at  Christmas  80  parcels  were  sent  from  the  Committee  to 
old  folks. 

A  scheme  has  been  inaugurated  whereby  aged  persons  requiring  the  services 
of  a  chiropodist  can  obtain  treatment  at  reduced  rates. 

Home  visiting  is  progressing,  and  is  proving  particularly  useful  in  assisting  aged 
persons  to  utilise  to  the  full  the  facilities  provided  by  the  National  Assistance  and 
Health  Services. 

Information  on  the  object  and  aims  of  the  Committee  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee —  Mrs.  I.  Walter,  44  Seymour  Road,  Northfleet,  or 
the  Chairman,  Mr.  P.  Barker,  6  Fiveash  Road,  Northfleet. 

NORTHFLEET  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  SAMARITAN  FUND 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  report  submitted  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Grant,  M.M., 
Hon.  Secretary  Northfleet  Diamond  Jubilee  Samaritan  Fund  — 

“It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  Committee  present  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Fund  during  the  past  year,  and  in  doing  so  desire  to  express  their 
thanks  to  all  subscribers  for  their  continued  support,  and  to  the  Members  of  the 
Northfleet  Urban  District  Council  for  their  kindness  in  placing  rooms  at  their  disposal 
in  which  to  hold  their  meetings  and  for  the  storage  of  nursing  requisites. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Nurses  during  the  year: — 


Patients  under  treatment,  1st  January,  1952  ...  ...  35 

New  patients  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 


Total  170 

Of  these  there  have  been  : —  - 

Cured  or  relieved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Admitted  to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Left  Northfleet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Admitted  to  Convalescent  Home  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refused  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Still  under  treatment,  31st  December,  1952  ...  ...  35 


Total  170 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Nurses  during  the  year  is  6,546,  which  is 
823  more  than  last  year,  and  the  largest  and  smallest  weekly  totals  of  visits  are  179 
and  78. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  includes  18  between  the  ages  of  70  and  79,  13  between 
80  and  89  and  5  over  90,  which  means  that  a  large  number  of  very  old  people  have 
been  well  nursed  and  comforted  at  the  end  of  their  lives. 

The  Committee  wish  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  good  work  of 
Mrs.  D.  Paine  and  Mrs.  M.  Lamb,  whose  work  has  received  the  approval  of  the 
County  Superintendent. 
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C.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Tlie  statement  below  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  occurring 
over  the  previous  5  years  : — 


1948 

No.  Deaths 

z949 

No.  Deaths 

1930 

No.  Deaths 

I95i 

No.  Deaths 

1952 

No.  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

_ 

6 

_ 

82 

— 

5 

— 

24 

— 

Diphtheria 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

22 

— 

345 

— 

98 

— 

335 

— 

75 

— 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

36 

— 

63 

— 

74 

— 

100 

1 

61 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

4 

2 

16 

7 

20 

5 

14 

4 

Dysentry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

I 

[ 

5 

. . . 

3 

1 

4 

j 

1 

Application  for  the  admission  of  infectious  diseases  to  hospital  should  be  made 
to  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  River  Hospital,  Joyce  Green,  Telephone  : 
Hartford  3231.  In  the  case  of  smallpox,  admission  to  hospital  is  arranged  by  the 
Consultant  who  diagnoses  the  disease  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  his 
behalf. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Cases  notified  during  year  .  . .  .  .  ........  24 

No  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
all  being  treated  in  the  home. 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified. 


Poliomyelitis 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  .  —  - .  .  .  1 

This  case,  a  child  aged  two,  was  removed 
to  Hospital  for  treatment 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952. 


These  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  ist  May,  1952,  and  revoked  the  previous 
Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1930.  The  new  Regulations  make  provision  as  to  the 
notification  of  Tuberculosis  to  accord  with  the  structure  and  administration  of  the 
service  now  being  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  Minister  of  Health,  in  a  circular  accompanying  the  regulations,  stated  that 
the  Register  of  tuberculosis  notifications  kept  by  District  Medical  Officers  should 
continue,  and  that  information  regarding  tuberculous  patients  entering  or  leaving 
sanatoria  should  still  be  supplied  by  sanatoria  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
district  to  which  the  patient  belonged. 

This  procedure  is  working  well,  and  is  proving  most  valuable  in  assisting  the 
Council  to  discharge  more  efficiently  its  statutory  functions  as  a  sanitary  authority 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  a  housing  authority,  both  of  which  play  an  important 
part  in  preventing  the  spread  of  tuberculous  infection. 

The  statement  below  relates  to  the  number  of  cases  appearing  on  the  Council’s 
register  at  31st  December,  1952  : — 


(a) 

(b) 

(0 

(d) 


Pulmonary. 


Non- 

Pulmonary. 


Pul.  and 
Non-Pul. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  register  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year 

97 

69 

166 

13 

10 

23 

189 

No  of  cases  remaining  on 
register  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

118 

81 

I99 

14 

10 

24 

223 

No.  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year 

17 

11 

28 

1 

. 

1 

29 

No.  of  deaths  during  the 
year 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Ages  and  occupations  of  persons  notified  during  the  year 

are  as  follows  : — 

Age 
M.  F. 

Occupation. 

j 

M. 

kge 

F. 

Occupation. 

45 

Housewife 

20 

Housekeeper 

46 

Printing  Works,  Packer 

22 

Hairdresser 

18 

Clerk 

22 

Clerk 

22 

Clerk 

27 

Stower  on  Wharf 

24 

Butcher 

36 

Fireman 

51 

Plumber 

59 

Painter’s  Warehouseman 

19 

Saleswoman 

54 

Paper  Mill  Worker 

38 

Publican 

63 

Clerk 

40 

Signwriter 

67 

Storekeeper 

20 

Lighterman 

19 

Machine  Hand 

10 

Scholar 

24 

Canteen  Worker 

24 

Housewife 

55 

Home  Help 

17 

Children’s  Nurse 

29 

Seaman 

33 

Scientist 

18 

Painter  and  Decorator 

5 

Scholar 
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Three  persons  died  from  tuberculosis  in  Northfleet  during  1952;  this  figure  is  half 
that  of  the  previous  year  and  gives  a  rate  of  0.15  per  thousand  population  for  North- 
fleet  compared  with  0.24  for  England  and  Wales.  These  figures  for  Northfleet  are 
most  impressive;  in  addition  to  being  half  those  for  the  previous  year,  they  are  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  on  the  Council’s  register  for  any  one  year. 

It  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  that  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  been 
falling  steadily  for  some  years,  and  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1951 
shows  a  reduction  of  40  per  cent  since  1947.  The  progressive  decline  in  the  death  rate 
of  this  disease  is  most  heartening  and  is  a  reflection  of  the  vast  amount  of  care  and 
work  which  has  been  and  is  still  being  exercised  in  the  campaign  against  this  infectious 
disease. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Mid  Kent  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a  survey  of  volunteers  from  industry 
the  general  public  and  schools,  at  Gravesend  Swimming  Pool,  during  the  year.  Many 
persons  from  Northfleet  presented  themselves  for  examination.  With  the  exception 
of  the  schools,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  separate  figures  for  Northfleet  residents  only, 
and  the  numbers  given  in  the  Table  refer  to  all  persons  examined  and  not  only  those 
from  Northfleet  area. 

A  further  survey  by  the  Unit  was  also  made  during  the  year  of  the  group  of 
industries  at  the  New  Northfleet  Paper  Mills  site,  which  is  situated  just  outside  the 
boundary,  and  I  have  included  these  figures  in  the  Table  below  as  so  many  Northfleet 
residents  are  employed  in  these  Works. 


No.  Volunteers 

Recalled  for 
Earger  Films 

Results 

Referred 
to  Chest 
Clinic 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Active 

Inactive 

T.B. 

T.B. 

Group  of  Paper- 

Males 

mill  Workers  ... 

700 

367 

30 

7 

6 

18 

17 

Various  Industries 

1919 

1007 

64 

19 

5 

39 

24 

General  Public 

990 

2842 

29 

96 

11 

69 

34 

Northfleet  Schools 

108 

125 

2 

2 

2 

2 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

This  clinic,  tinder  the  administration  of  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  conducted  by  C.  D.  Routh,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.  The 


following  particulars  refer  to  patients  from  Northfleet. 

New  Patients  (Northereet) 

Mare. 

Femare.  Totar 

Syphilis 

1 

3 

4 

Gonorrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Non-Venereal 

6 

3 

9 

9 

6 

15 

Total  No.  of  patients  (New)  from  all  areas 

. . . 

224 

Total  No.  of  attendances  of  all  areas 

... 

1,702 

Total  No.  of  attendances  of  Northfleet  patients 

. . . 

192 

Discharges  (are  Districts)  Cured — 

Mare.  Femare.  Totar. 

Syphilis 

9 

8 

17 

Gonorrhoea 

3i 

4 

35 

Non-Venereal 

107 

19 

126 

147 

3i 

178 

CIRCULAR  2831—  PROMOTION  OF  CLEANLINESS,  GOOD  HABITS 

AND  THE  ELIMINATION  OF  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Cleansing  Station,  Brook  Vale,  Northfleet,  is  adapted  for  the  cleansing  of 
verminous  persons,  lethane  is  used  in  cases  of  infestation  of  head.  Clothing  it 
disinfected  by  steam  disinfection  while  patients  are  undergoing  treatment. 

No  persons  were  treated  during  1952. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

During  the  year  the  Council  instituted  legal  proceedings  against  a  dealer  who 
had  been  seen  to  give  articles  to  a  child  under  14  years  of  age,  in  exchange  for  rags 
and  clothes,  contrary  to  Section  134  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  dealer  was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  3  guineas  costs. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  50 

It  became  necessary  during  the  year  to  undertake  the  duty  imposed  on  Local 
Authorities  by  Section  50  of  the  above  Act,  of  arranging  funerals  four  four  persons. 
In  each  case  no  other  suitable  steps  had  been  or  were  being  made  for  the  disposal  of 
the  bodies. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

During  the  year  powers  were  obtained  under  the  above  Acts  for  the  removal 
of  a  woman  to  hospital,  on  the  grounds  that  being  aged  and  living  in  insanitary 
conditions,  she  was  unable  to  devote  to  herself,  and  was  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

The  woman,  however,  voluntarily  elected  to  enter  hospital,  and  the  authority 
given  was  not,  in  fact,  used. 
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D.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

The  public  supply  to  Northfleet  is  provided  by  two  wells  situated  at  the  Pumping 
Station,  Downs  Road,  owned  by  the  Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Company,  one 
being  a  deep  well  sunk  in  chalk  and  the  other  a  borehole  .sunk  to  a  depth  of  eight 
hundred  feet  to  obtain  water  from  the  green  sand  stratum. 

All  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  dechlorinated  at  the  source,  and  samples  of  raw 
water  and  treated  water,  before  going  into  supply,  are  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  regular  monthly  intervals,  and  a  chemical  analysis  at  three  monthly 
intervals.  Altogether,  during  the  year,  a  total  of  24  samples  of  untreated  and  24  of 
treated  water  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  and  four  samples  were  examined  by  the  County  Analyst;  details  of  all  the  reports 
of  the  samples  are  included  in  the  Appendix. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  from  the  public 
mains  with  an  internal  piped  supply.  Sixteen  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  by 
means  of  standpipes  in  the  yard.  These  houses  are  old,  and  when  circumstances 
permit,  it  is  proposed  to  make  representations  under  the  Housing  Act  for  the  properties 
to  be  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Details  of  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  providing  main  drainage  facilities  for 
the  unsewered  area  on  the  southern  boundary  became  available  during  the  year. 

The  proposed  trunk  sewer  would  be  laid  along  the  south  side  of  Watling  Street, 
commencing  at  Hog  Lane  and  continuing  to  the  junction  with  Pepper  Hill  Lane.  From 
there  it  would  be  laid  in  Springhead  Road  and  terminate  at  the  Council's  Sewerage 
Works  at  Brookvale. 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  design  of  the  proposed  sewer  for  the  reception 
of  sewage  discharges  from  parts  of  the  neighbouring  rural  district  council’s  area 
and  that  part  of  the  Northfleet  district  containing  at  present  approximately  200 
houses  now  on  the  conservancy  system. 

Should  the  scheme  reach  fruition  it  will  mark  the  final  stages  of  Northfleet ’s 
progress  towards  becoming  a  completely  sewered  district,  and  will  also  provide  greatly 
improved  amenities  for  many  parts  of  the  neighbouring  rural  districts. 

Housing 

A  further  134  houses  were  constructed  in  Northfleet  during  the  year;  116  being 
built  by  the  Council  and  18  erected  privately.  I  have  again  pleasure  in  recording  that 
13  persons  with  a  case  history  of  tuberculosis  were  rehoused  on  the  Council’s  estates. 
I  feel  that  in  providing  these  allocations  the  Council  are  making  a  practical  contri¬ 
bution  towards  ensuring  that  these  persons  are  given  every  opportunity  of  effecting 
complete  recovery  and  restricting  the  spread  of  infection. 

I  have  in  the  past  commented  on  the  condition  of  existing  housing,  and  I  feel 
that  the  ultimate  solution  of  the  present  housing  problem  lies  not  only  in  the  provision 
of  new  housing  but  also  by  the  preservation  of  suitable  houses  which  exist,  but 
which,  owing  to  the  effects  of  rent  control,  are  unable  to  be  kept  to  a  sufficient  standard 
of  repair. 

In  view  of  this  control  of  rents,  and  the  steep  rise  in  the  cost  of  repairs,  the  task 
of  local  authorities  in  discharging  their  statutory  functions  is  becoming  almost 
impossible. 
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The  amount  required  to  bring  houses  up  to  the  standard  envisaged  by  the  Housing 
Acts  is  reaching  a  hgure  which  is  at  the  present  time  unreasonable  for  the  older  type  of 
controlled  property. 

I  feel  that  this  problem  is  one  which  is  most  immediate  and  urgent  and  although 
many  difficulties  exist,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  which  requires  effective  statutory 
action  if  housing  conditions  are  not  to  present  a  sharp  unbalanced  contrast  between 
new  houses  and  progressively  deteriorating  older  properties. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  also  given  by  the  Council  to  the  problem  of 
removing  sub-standard  housing  in  the  district.  It  was  decided  to  embark  upon  a 
planned  system  of  clearance,  spread  over  a  number  of  years,  and  as  a  preliminary 
step  two  areas  involving  eight  houses  were  declared  as  Clearance  Areas  and  three 
individual  houses  were  reported  for  demolition.  Further  areas  are  under  considera¬ 
tion  and  inspections  are  in  progress  to  implement  the  Council's  plans. 

THE  CEMENT  DUST  NUISANCE 

A  Conference  was  held  at  Crayford  on  21st  April,  1953,  when  representatives  of 
local  authorities  in  the  North  Kent  area  heard  statements  from  one  of  the  Managing 
Directors  of  the  A.P.C.M.  Ltd.,  from  Dr.  J.  S.  Carter,  Deputy  Chief  Inspector  of 
Alkali  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Focal  Government  and  Mr.  Norman  Dodds, 
M.P.,  for  the  Dartford  Division;  they  discussed  the  dust  nuisance  on  a  wide  basis 
and  the  steps  which  were  being  and  would  be  taken  to  mitigate  it. 

The  meeting  heard  from  Mr.  Davis  of  the  A.P.C.M.  Ftd.,  that  his  Company 
were  taking  every  possible  step  to  keep  in  touch  with  modern  developments  and  that 
some  £600,000  had  been  spent  since  the  war  on  dust  arresting  equipment.  Five  new 
processes  had  been  investigated  but  it  appeared  that  during  the  period  since  the  war, 
the  main  difficulty  had  been  in  obtaining  materials.  Mr.  Davis  said  that  the  dust 
appeared  to  be  by  no  means  excessive  having  regard  to  the  number  of  Works  con¬ 
centrated  in  a  comparatively  small  area  and  further  that  efficiency  was  as  advanced 
or  more  advanced  than  that  in  any  other  organisation  in  the  world. 

Dr.  Carter,  Deputy  Chief  Inspector  of  Alkali,  immediately  acknowledged  that  a 
very  marked  nuisance  from  cement  dust  occurred  during  March.  This  had  not  been 
confined  to  the  North  West  Kent  area,  complaints  having  been  received  throughout 
the  country.  He  said  the  atmospheric  conditions  had  undoubtedly  been  responsible 
for  the  abnormal  deposits — fogs,  no  rain  and  comparatively  still  air. 

He  stressed  that  approximately  40  per  cent  of  the  cement  manufacture  was 
concentrated  in  the  area  and  by  reference  to  the  report  made  in  1949  by  the  Chief 
Alkali  Inspector,  an  irreducible  amount  of  dust  would  remain  whatever  the  efficiency 
of  the  plant  and  this  would  always  be  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  complaint. 

During  the  abnormal  period  referred  to,  five  of  the  twenty-three  precipitators 
in  operation  in  the  area  had  been  out  of  commission  and  one  of  the  lessons  learned 
had  been  that  in  future,  overhauls  would  need  to  be  staggered  to  avoid  a  repetition. 

At  this  point,  the  meeting  heard  from  Mr.  Norman  Dodds,  M.P.,  of  action  taken 
by  him  in  Parliament  by  way  of  questions  to  the  Ministers  of  Housing  and  Focal 
Government  and  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  These  had  elicited  the  information 
that  of  the  five  precipitators  out  of  commission,  three  would  be  in  operation  by  April 
and  a  fourth  by  June.  (Fater  in  the  meeting  Dr.  Carter  reported  that  the  fifth  was 
likely  to  be  ready  by  November.)  The  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  had  inci- 
cated  that  some  lowering  of  the  market  standard  of  produce  occurred  through  cement 
dust  deposits  and  also  that  produce  raised  under  glass  was  affected.  He  (Mr.  Dodds) 
said  that  he  had  given  notice  of  a  further  question  for  May  19th  inquiring  as  to  the 
action  being  taken  to  ensure  that  people  in  North  Kent  will  not  be  worried  by  the 
unisance  in  future. 
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After  a  number  of  further  general  remarks,  lie  suggested  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  need  to  set  up  machinery  to  be  ready  to  act  immediately 
conditions  recently  experienced  happened  again  and  to  this  end,  he  suggested  that 

(i)  A  petition  should  be  organised 

(ii)  Formal  representations  should  be  ready  ;  and 

(iii)  Investigations  should  take  place  with  a  view  to  taking  proceedings  in 

the  Courts. 

Many  views  were  expressed  by  delegates  from  practically  all  the  local  authorities 
represented;  these  were  mostly  resolved  into  a  series  of  questions,  many  of  which  had 
been  dealt  with  in  the  1949  Report.  The  most  important  showed  (1)  that  the  assistance 
of  Government  Departments  had  been  enlisted  to  get  materials  for  precipitators 
since  1946  and  that  most  parts  were  now  available;  (2)  that  the  nuisance  appeared  to 
be  worse  at  night  because  conditions  are  then  more  favourable  to  rapid  deposit;  and 
(3)  that  of  the  23  kilns  in  the  area  (including  Essex),  four  at  Bevans  were  not  fitted  with 
electrical  precipitators. 

Arising  from  this,  Mr.  Davis  indicated  that  due  to  site  limitations  and  other 
difficulties,  it  was  not  possible  to  instal  an  electrical  precipitator  at  Bevans  but  that 
the  chain  system  operated  satisfactorily — although  admittedly,  this  was  not  so 
efficient  as  the  electrical  system. 

Other  answers  were  generally  to  the  effect  that  the  electrical  plant  was  thought 
to  be  the  last  word  in  efficiency;  that  when  working  at  full  strength  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  precipitated  dust  which  was  re-convertible  to  cement; 
and  that  the  industry  was  the  third  healthiest  in  the  country. 

The  meeting,  after  lengthy  debate,  finally  reached  general  agreement  that 
representations  should  be  made  to  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  the  local  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  Thameside  area  affected  by  the  cement  dust  nuisance  are  greatly  concerned 
with  atmospheric  pollution  and  that  they  request  an  immediate  public  inquiry  into 
the  matter  with  the  object  of  taking  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to  remedy 
the  position;  further,  that  the  Joint  Committee  should,  in  the  first  instance,  consider 
the  Minister’s  reply  and  that  action  should  be  decided  in  the  light  thereof  either  by  way 
of  preparing  information  or  the  necessity  for  a  further  meeting  of  representatives 
of  local  authorities. 


INDUSTRIAL  HEALTH 


The  main  industrial  area  at  Northfleet  is  concentrated  along  the  river  front, 
where  there  are  six  large  factories  employing  approximately  5,000  persons.  These 
factories  all  have  mechanical  power  and  the  Council’s  duties  in  relation  to  them 
consists,  chiefly,  as  to  the  adequacy  and  suitability  of  the  sanitary  conveniences, 
and  the  hygiene  of  the  canteens  and  drinking  water  supply. 

Altogether,  there  are  42  factories  on  the  Council’s  Factories  Register,  34  having 
mechanical  power.  In  the  remaining  factories,  which  employ  few  persons,  the  Council 
is  responsible  for  administering  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to 
cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation  and  conveniences,  etc. 

A  table  showing  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  is  contained  in  a 
report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  all  the  large  factories  medical  services  are  provided,  and  in  one  factory  special 
medical  provision  is  made  for  the  workers  employed  in  handling  lead. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  83%  of  the  nation’s  factories  employ  fewer  than 
2()  workers  each,  and  of  these  small  factories  only  0.4%  provide  medical  services.  On 
the  other  hand,  of  the  2%  of  the  factories  employing  over  250  workers,  nearly  one- 
half  provide  medical  services.  It  would  be  wrong,  however,  to  gather  the  impression 
that,  because  medical  treatment  services  were  not  separately  provided  for  every 
factory  and  firm,  the  individual  worker  was  deprived  of  medical  treatment.  Each 
worker  had  the  full  range  of  the  National  Health  Service  available  to  him,  exclusive 
of  whatever  might  be  provided  in  the  factory. 

The  treatment  of  individual  illness  or  accident,  however  efficient  and  necessary 
in  all  places  of  work,  does  not  in  itself  raise  the  general  level  of  industrial  health.  The 
main  problem  is  not  the  provision  of  more  doctors,  nurses  and  first-aid  workers 
providing  individual  treatment,  but  the  application  of  the  principles  of  preventive 
medicine  which  can  be  enforced  and  maintained.  This  should  be  provided  through  a 
medical  inspectorate  at  three  levels — -central,  regional,  and  local — by  the  statutory 
co-ordination  of  medical  inspectorates  of  local  and  central  government. 
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E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat 

No  slaughter  houses  are  in  regular  operation  in  the  district,  premises  are  only 
used  very  occasionally  for  the  use  of  self-supply  pig  keepers. 

Butchers  shops  and  meat  stores,  however,  are  subjected  to  a  routine  inspection 
by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  they  are  examined  in  relation  to  the  Public 
Health  Meat  Regulations  and  the  Byelaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  relating  to  the  hand¬ 
ling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  etc. 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Restaurants,  restaurant  kitchens  and  canteens  are  subjected  to  routine  inspection 


by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  regular  intervals. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Cattle ,  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ...  —  —  —  6 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  b 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  — - 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  ...  —  - — -  —  —  — 

Milk 

The  following  are  particulars  of  milk  licences  issued  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949  - 

Supplementary  Licences  13  Dealers  licences  25 

No  raw  ungraded  milk  is  retailed  in  the  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  a  bulked  sample,  representative  of  12  producers  was  taken  at  the 
local  pasteurising  establishment  and  submitted  to  the  laboratories  for  biological 
examination  for  tuberculosis.  The  report  showed  the  sample  to  be  negative. 

Milk  is  sampled  at  monthly  intervals  whilst  being  retailed,  and  the  following  is 
the  statement  of  results  obtained  during  the  year  : —  No.  of 

Grade  No.  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory  samples 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  12  Nil 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  24  2 

The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  methylene 
blue  part  of  the  prescribed  tests.  Subsequent  tests  of  milk  from  same  retailers  did 
satisfy  the  tests. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947  and  1948. 

No  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  under 
these  Regulations,  but  there  are  50  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratories 
during  the  year  for  the  Methylene  blue  test,  and  the  following  results  were  obtained  : — 

Grading  I.  II.  III.  IV. 

22  9  3  2 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Northfleet  Council  is  not  a  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority,  this  part  of  the  Act  being 
administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  S.  Strugnall, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  sampling  of  food 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  district  during  the  year  : — 

Article  Number  of  Samples 


Aeroped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Aspirin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cake  Marzipan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Chicken  in  Jelly  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cod  Diver  Oil  Paste  (Vitamins  A  and  D)  ...  ...  i 

Coffee  (Boncaf)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Custard  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cut  Mixed  Peel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Eucalyptus  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Evaporated  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Golden  Pudding  Mixture  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Ham  and  Fish  Dressing  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Health  Salts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Hydrogen  Peroxide  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  Mixture  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jelly  Crystals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kilkof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Marmalade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Peeled  Pink  Shrimps  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pork  Sausage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Potato  Puffles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Processed  Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rice  Creamola  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Skim  Milk  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spirit  of  Sal  Volatile  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

J  ea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Tea  Saving  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tomato  Purree  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Viota  Table  Delight  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whisky  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yellow  Basilicon  Ointment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil,  B.P.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  76 

SUMMARY 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Spirits  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  samples  ...  ...  ...  33 


76 

All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 
Article  Analysis  Remarks 

Cake  Marzipan  Deficient  in  almonds  Under  investigation 
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OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


The  following  is  tlie  summary  of  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  routine  duties  during  the  year  : — 


Articles  Condemned 


Amount 
lb.  ozs. 


Canned  Fish  ... 

) ) 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Biscuits 
J  am 

Marmalade  Pudding 
Barley  Flour  ... 
Femonade  Crystals 
Dessicated  Coconut 
Dried  Fruit 
Coffee  Powder 
Bacon 
Beef  Jelly 
Cheese 
Meat 

Meat  Paste 
Coffee  Essence 
Sauce 


Vegetables 
Meat  ... 
Fruit 
Milk  ... 
Soup  ... 
Fruit  Juice 


4 

iii 

326 

gi 

127 

13  i 

136 

84 

iml 

72 

11  i 

33 

7i 

4 

4 

1 7 

8 

32 

10 

2 

— 

12 

— 

3 

8 

39 

— 

28 

— 

12 

3 

12 

1 

2 

1 

6 

98 

— 

32 

10 

6  fluid 

77  » 
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F.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northfeeet  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1952. 

The  following  tables  give  a  general  review  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 


Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  visits  made 
Informal  Notices  served 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

Statutory  Notices  served 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

Visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1952  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  Primary  visits 

Revisits 

Infectious  Disease  visits 
Verminous  premises 
Water  supply  enquiries 
Drainage  Inspections 

,,  Tested  ...  ...  ... 

Moveable  dwellings 

Housing  Act,  1936  Primary  visits 

Revisits 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  Food  Preparing  Rooms  visited 

Samples  taken  : — 

Ice  cream 

Water 

Milk 

Sewage  ... 

Food  inspection  visits 
Factories  Acts,  1937  &  1948:  Visits 

Re-visits  ... 

Shops  Acts,  1912-1934  Visits 

Re-visits  ... 

Pest  Extermination  visits 

Street  Cleansing 

Depots  and  Yards  visits 

Refuse  Tip  visits 

House  Refuse  Collection  visits 

Sewage  Works  visits 

Miscellaneous 

Smoke  observations 

Mortuary  inspections 

Public  Conveniences 

Salvage 


516 

...  3>I3° 
...  193 

146 
...  38 

31 


288 

482 

178 

44 

50 

...  175 

119 
60 

384 

102 

178 

36 

39 

48 

21 

52 

47 

11 

95 

4 

271 

73 

156 

89 

•  •  *  51 

9 

100 

7 

16 

9 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year  : — 

Accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  removed  . .  .  .  .  12 

Animals  in  an  unfit  state  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Ashbins  provided  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  6 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Cesspools  repaired  .  .  . .  .  .  ' .  . .  2 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  .  . .  .  4 

Chimney  flues  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Door  frames  repaired  or  renewed  . _  .  .  .  .  6 

Drainage  Systems  : — 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  _ -  . . .  21 

Drains  cleansed  .  . ,.  ........  .  . „  .  46 

Gully  traps  repaired  or  renewed .  .  .  . .  .  3 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  _  _ ,.  _ .......  .  13 

Valley  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ........  . .  . .  . _  . .  4 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . „  . „  .  .  .  7 

Fireplaces,  brickwork  and  plasterwork  repaired  . .  .  .  .  3 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  . .  . _  .  .  .  .  4 

Floors,  sub-floor  ventilation  provided  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Rainwater  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  . .  .  10 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  . „  _  41 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  ......  .  . .  .  3 

Premises  redecorated  or  cleansed  .  „  2 

Verminous  and  filthy  rooms  disinfested  and  cleansed  . .  .  .  6 

Walls,  brickwork  damp-proofed  .  .  .  ......  .  20 

Walls,  internal  plasterwork  repaired  . .  .  .  .  . .  15 

Walls,  external  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

Washing  boilers,  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ......  _....„  2 

Water  closets  : — 

External  structure  repaired  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

Internal  structure  repaired  ......  .  .  . .  .  2 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  . .  6 

Pedestal  pan  and  traps  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  .  4 

Water  supply,  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Windows,  woodwork  of  frames,  sashes  or  sills  repaired  or  renewed . .  .  15 

Sash  lines  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  .  ......  1 

Smoke  nuisance  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  6 
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INFECTION  AND  DISINFECTION 


The  Northfleet  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  vStrood  Rural  District 
Council  and  Swanscombe  Urban  District  Council  whereby  facilities  for  disinfection 
of  premises  and  articles  are  provided  by  the  Northfleet  Council,  on  a  rechargeable 
basis.  Infected  articles  are  treated  at  the  steam-disinfection  station  at  Brookvale 
Depot,  Northfleet,  and  the  premises  are  sprayed  with  formalin  solution  and  formal¬ 
dehyde  gas.  Transport  is  provided  by  Northfleet. 

During  the  year  284  visits  were  made  investigating  cases  of  infectious  disease 
and  supervising  the  work  of  disinfecting.  After  such  disinfection  it  is  emphasised 
to  the  householders  that  their  premises  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  washed. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  disinfecting  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer 
Poliomyelitis 


Northfleet  Swanscombe  Strood 
14  11  10 

35  17  7 

3  —  — 

1  1  7 


INFESTATION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Ten  premises  were  treated  for  bed  bugs  by  spraying  with  a  liquid  insecticide 
followed  by  fumigation  with  sulphur  candles.  Bedding  and  clothing  also,  where 
necessary,  being  treated  at  the  Brookvale  Depot.  Two  persons  were  treated  for  head 
lice. 

The  services  of  the  steam-disinfector  are  also  made  available  to  the  Swanscombe 
U.D.C.  and  the  Strood  R.D.C.,  when  required. 


BAKEHOUSES 

The  four  bakehouses  operating  within  the  district  were  regularly  visited  during 
the  year.  In  one  instance  a  bakehouse  was  enlarged  and  additional  sanitary  and 
washing  facilities  were  provided.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Foods  Condemned — See  page  21. 

RATS  AND  MICE 

A  scheme  of  pest  control  operated  on  lines  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  is  now  in  operation  in  the  district.  The  sewers  were  once  again  tested 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  free  of  infestation.  The  following  is  a  summary  of 


the  work  carried  out  : — 

Premises  inspected  during  the  year  ...  1-597 

,,  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  117 

,,  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  3 

,,  treated  by  Focal  Authority  ...  120 


DRAINS  TESTING 

In  addition  to  existing  drainage  all  new  drainage  works  are  inspected  and 
and  tested  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  During  the  year  294  inspections  were  made 
and  on  119  occasions  tests  of  the  various  systems  were  carried  out. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  list  shows  details  of  factories  inspected  during  the  year  195 2:  — 


(1)  Inspections. 

Premises. 


Number  Number 

on  Inspections.  of  Prosecutions. 
Register.  Notices. 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Focal 


Authorities 

8 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  to 
which  Sec.  7  applies 

34 

44 

4 

Nil 

Total 

42 

58 

4 

Nil 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  Prose- 
Particulars.  Found.  Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  cutions. 

tors.  tors. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (Si)  ...  ...  1  1 

Overcrowding  (S2)  ...  ...  —  — - 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S3)  ...  —  — 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S4)  ...  —  — 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors  (S6)  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

(a)  insufficient  ...  ...  1  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  3  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  —  — 


Total  5  5 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  5,242  tons  (estimated)  of  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed 
of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping. 

CESSPOOL  AND  GULLEY  EMPTYING. 

During  the  year  138  cesspools  were  emptied.  The  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  is 
also  used  for  emptying  and  cleansing  surface  water  gulleys  on  the  highways,  and 
storm-well  soakaways. 

On  a  number  of  occasions,  also,  it  was  loaned  out  to  the  Swanscombe  Council 
for  cesspool  emptying. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  COWPFAND, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Cleansing  Superintendent . 
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APPENDIX  I. 


Services  available  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1948  and  the 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

From  5th  July,  1948,  the  Kent  County  Council  have  been  the  responsible 
authority  for  providing  these  services  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff  for  the  following  information  regarding  facilities  available 
and  hours  of  attendance  at  the  Clinics  : — 


Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Advice  and  ante-natal  care  is  given  and  post-natal  examinations  are  carried 

out  : 

The  Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street — Wednesday  mornings. 


Child  Welfare  Centres. 

These  centres  are  available  for  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  infants  and  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years.  Infant  foods,  National  Dried  Milk  and  Ministry  of 
Food  Vitamin  products  are  issued.  A  Medical  Officer  and  a  Health  Visitor  are  in 
attendance  at  each  centre. 

Council  Offices  Annexe— Thursday  afternoons. 

Toddlers,  1st  Thursday. 

Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street — Wednesday  afternoons. 

Harden  V.C.  Memorial  Hall — Tuesday  afternoons. 

Istead  Rise  Memorial  Centre — 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  and  vaccination  are  available  as  follows- 
Council  Offices,  Northfleet — Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays 

10. o — 11. o  a.m. 

Council  Offices  Annexe — Thursdays  2 — 4  p.m. 

(in  conjunction  with  Child  Welfare  Clinic) 
Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street  Northfleet — Wednesdays — 2.0 — 4.0  p.m. 

(in  conjunction  with  Child  Welfare  Clinic) 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  to  provide  domestic  help  for  households  where  such  help  is 
required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying  in,  an  expectant  mother, 
mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a  child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.  Householders 
are  required  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  in  accordance  with  their  means. 

Application  should  be  made  to  : 

Miss  J.  M.  Cook, 

District  Office, 

Arthur  Street,  Gravesend. 

Telephone  :  Gravesend  166. 
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Health  Visitors. 

These  officers  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Health  Visitors  also  undertake  duties  in  connection  with  the  School  Health 
Service. 

Health  Visitors  : —  Mrs.  M.  Marks,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Baines,  S.R.N. 

M.  &  C.W.  Department,  Council  Offices,  Northfleet. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

This  service,  which  is  free,  is  to  secure  that  an  adequate  number  of  midwives 
is  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  attending  women  in  their  own  homes,  either 
as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses. 

The  names  and  addresses  and  telephone  number  of  County  Midwives  in  the 
area  are  given  below. 

Midwives  :  *Miss  L.  M.  Mills, 

85  Whitehill  Road,  Gravesend.  Gravesend  2980 
Miss  A.  J.  Woods, 

37,  Hardy  Avenue,  Northfleet.  Gravesend  S165. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Kemp, 

67  Broomfield  Road,  Swanscombe.  Gravesend  4121 

*  Miss  Mills  serves  only  Burch  Road,  Cross  Road,  Lansdown  Square  and  Pier  Road, 

the  remainder  of  her  district  being  in  Gravesend. 

Facilities  are  available  to  expectant  mothers  for  booking  and  examination  by 
Midwives  at  M.C.W.  Centre,  Council  Offices,  every  other  Wednesday  2-4  p.m.  and 
at  the  M.C.W.  Centre,  Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street,  Northfleet,  1st  and  3rd 
Wednesdays,  10 — -12  a.m. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

This  service,  which  is  free,  is  to  secure  the  attendance  of  nurses  on  persons 
who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes.  Apart  from  cases  of  emergency  and  accident, 
patients  can  only  be  attended  when  the  nurse  has  been  requested  to  do  so  by  a 
doctor.  At  the  present  time  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  a  night  service. 

The  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  Home  Nurses  in  the  area  are 
given  below. 

Home  Nurses  :  Northfleet  Diamond  Jubilee  Samaritan  Fund — 

(Nurses  : — Mrs.  D.  Paine,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N., 

16,  Lamorna  Avenue,  Gravesend.  Telephone  Gravesend  4654. 
Mrs.  M.  Lamb,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N.. 

9,  Moore  Road,  Swanscombe).  Telephone  Gravesend  5287 
Both  nurses  attend  at  the  Council  Offices,  Northfleet,  at  9  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  daily 

County  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  a  comprehensive  ambulance 
service  throughout  the  County.  Other  than  in  cases  of  accident  and  emergency,  no 
ambulance  will  be  provided  except  on  the  recommendation  of  a  doctor,  midwife 
hospital  or  District  Officer,  and  in  the  case  of  sitting-case  cars  the  recommendation 
of  a  doctor  is  necessary. 

In  cases  of  accident  or  emergency,  if  an  ambulance  is  required,  telephone  ‘999’ 
or  (as  indicated  in  the  telephone  directory  or  public  telephone  box)  and  ask  the 
operator  for  “  Ambulance.’ ’ 
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Provision  of  Nursing  Requisites. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  for  the  continuance  of  the  Medical  Roan  Depots  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council.  The  full  range  of  nursing  requisites  are  available  at  these  depots 
and  details  of  the  addresses  and  the  times  the  depots  are  open  for  distribution  are 
available  in  the  district  offices.  These  arrangements  are  in  addition  to  the  loan  cup¬ 
boards  kept  by  District  Nurses.  The  depots  deal  with  all  applications  for  the  loan  of 
nursing  requisites. 

Northfleet:  (St.  John)  69,  Dover  Road.  Monday  to  Friday, 

7.30  p. 111.-9  P-ln-  (Mr.  C.  J.  Sims,  Telephone:  Gravesend  4603). 

Mental  Welfare 

Dr.  R.  M.  Allen,  Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  is  Medical  Officer  for 
Mental  Welfare.  Dr.  Allen's  address  is  County  Hall,  Maidstone.  (Telephone:  Maid¬ 
stone  4321). 

An  Occupation  Centre  for  mentally  defective  children  is  held  at  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  Hall,  Berkley  Road,  Gravesend,  from  Monday  to  Friday  each  week,  10. o  a.m. 
to  3.30  p.m.,  and  children  from  the  Northfleet  area  may  attend  this  Centre  if  suitable. 

Blind  Persons. 

Information  on  matters  affecting  the  blind  can  be  obtained  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  (Tel.  Maidstone  4321-ext.  588)  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind,  15,  Ashford  Road,  Maidstone 
(Telephone  Maidstone  3717). 

Financial  assistance  is  provided  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  at  the  address 
below  : 

“Rosedene,”  61  Shepherds  Rane,  Hartford. 

A  local  Officer  is  now  available  at  "Ravenscourt,”  Pelham  Road,  Gravesend. 
The  hours  of  attendance  are  2-4  p.m.  daily  and  9  a.m.-  12  noon  on  Saturdays. 

School  Health  Service 

The  following  clinics  are  available  for  children  attending  schools  in  Northfleet  : 
Minor  iVilments 

Dental 


Ophthalmic 
Speech  Therapy 
Child  Guidance 


West  Kent  House,  Station  Road,  Northfleet.  Medical  Officer 
attends  every  Saturday  morning,  9.30  a.m.-  12  noon. 

West  Kent  House,  Station  Road,  Northfleet.  Dental  Surgeon 
attends  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  and  on  Saturday  mornings. 
Except  in  emergencies,  children  are  treated  by  appointment  only. 
Gravesend  and  North  \ 

Kent  Hospital  /  Attendance  at  these  clinics  is  by  appoint- 
107  Rochester  Road,  '  ment  only.  Application  should  be  made 
Denton,  Gravesend.  1  to  the  School  Medical  Officer,  County 
Woodside  Road,  /  Hall,  Maidstone. 

Bexleyheath. 


District  Officers. 

These  officers  are  responsible  for  : 

(a)  Duties  as  Authorised  Officers  under  the  Runacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 
and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

(b)  Acting  as  representatives  of  the  County  Health  Department  in  dealing  with 
inquiries  made  by  the  public  and  arranging  for  County  Health  Services  to  be 
made  available  in  cases  of  difficulty. 
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(c)  Carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act  in  (i)  arranging  admissions  of  old,  handicapped  and  homeless  people  to 
residential  establishments  other  than  in  cases  of  sickness,  and  (ii)  the  care 
of  movable  property  of  patients  who  are  admitted  to  hospital  or  by  a  residential 
establishment  provided  by  the  Council  where  it  appears  that  there  is  a  danger 
of  loss  or  damage  to  the  property. 

District  Officer:  Mr.  G.  T.  Jeffery,  Arthur  Street,  Gravesend.  Telephone: 

Gravesend  x66. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services,  including  institutions  for  the  chronic  sick, 
mental  homes,  maternity  homes,  convalescent  homes,  chest  clinics  and  out-patients 
departments  are  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  set  up  by  the  Minister 
of  Health.  The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Board  is  responsible  for  all  hospitals 
in  Kent,  but  for  day-to-day  administration  Hospital  Management  Committees  have 
been  set  up  to  deal  with  groups  of  hospitals.  The  District  Officer  is  supplied  with 
particulars  relating  to  each  hospital  in  his  district,  but  generally  speaking  admission 
to  hospital  is  a  matter  for  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the  patient  and  he  will  make  arrange¬ 
ments  direct  with  the  hospital  authorities,  calling  upon  the  County  Ambiance 
Service  for  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  where  this  is  considered  necessary. 


NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

The  Northfleet  Nursery  School  provides  accommodation  for  the  daily  care  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  3  and  5  years.  Priority  is  given  to  the  children  of  mothers 
who  must  go  to  work  in  order  to  supplement  insufficient  wages;  widows,  children 
living  in  unhealthy,  cramped  home  conditions;  or  where  a  doctor  recommends 
admittance  because  of  unsuitable  home  life.  The  staff  is  trained  to  deal  with 
difficult  children  who  need  more  phychological  understanding  than  that  provided 
at  home. 

Hours  of  attendance  at  the  Nursery  School  are  from  9  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m.  with 
normal  school  holiday  periods.  Meals  are  provided  for  the  sum  of  2/6d.  per  week.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  diet,  Ministry  of  Health  Cod  Liver  Oil  Compound,  Orange 
Juice  and  two-thirds  of  a  pint  of  milk  is  given. 

At  present  46  children  are  accommodated  at  the  Nursery — 30  of  them  being  from 
the  Northfleet  area — Application  for  admission  should  be  made  to  the  Superintendent, 
(Mrs.  Dowker),  at  the  Northfleet  Nursery  School,  London  Road,  Northfleet. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ANTHRAX,  BOTULISM,  SNAKE-BITE  AND 

MUSHROOM  POISONING 


List  of  nearest  centres  which  keep  emergency  supplies  of  sera  for  the  treatment 
of  anthrax,  botulism,  snake-bite  and  mushroom  (Amanita  phalloides)  poisoning- 
A  24-hour  service  is  maintained  at  each  centre. 


Region  6  :  N.E.  Metropolitan 

North  Middlesex  Hospital,  N.  18. 

Day — Chief  Pathologist 
Night — Resident  Pathologist 
Region  7  :  S.E.  Metropolitan 

South  East  Sub-Depot,  Weavering  House, 

Ashford  Road,  Maidstone,  Kent. 

Day  Service 

Night  Service 

Region  8  :  S.W.  Metropolitan 

South  London  Blood  Supply  Depot,  Stanley  Road, 
Sutton  Surrey 

The  Dispensary,  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton 
Hospital 

(Snake  Anti-Serum  only) 


Telephone  No. 


Tottenham  3071 


Maidstone  4468 
Maidstone  3604 
Maidstone  4660 
Maidstone  3718 


Vigilant  8221 
Southampton  76211 


REGISTRAR  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Mr.  D.  A.  Gough 

Hours  of  attendance  : 

6  Berkley  Crescent,  Gravesend 


36  Springhead  Road,  Northfleet 


Mondays 

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

Thursdays 

Fridays 

Saturdays 

Mondays 

Fridays 


9.30-1  p.m. 
2.00-4  p.m. 

9.30-1  p.m. 

9.30-1  p.m. 
2.00-4  p.m. 

9.30- 1  p.m. 

9. 30- 11  a.m. 
2.00-4  P-m- 
5.00-6  p.m. 
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APPENDIX  2. 


MEDWAY  AND  GRAVESEND  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 
GRAVESEND  AND  NORTH  KENT  HOSPITAL 
OUT-PATIENTS  ’  CLINICS. 


E.N.T. 

TIME  TABLE 

MONDAY 

Mr.  Golding- Wood 

9.15  a. m. 

Medical 

Dr.  J.  Craig 

9.30  a. in. 

Ophthalmic 

Dr.  M.  F.  McDonnell 

1.30  p.m. 

Fracture 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

2.0  p.m. 

Dental 

(By  appointment) 

TUESDAY 

Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 

9.0  a. m. 

Ophthalmic 

Mr.  G.  E.  Simmons 

9.30  a.m. 

Dermatological 

Dr.  R.  J.  Cairns 

9.30  a.m. 

Surgical 

Mr.  M.  Eandau 

11.30  a.m. 

Medical 

Dr.  R.  Moir 

2.0  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  ) 

Mr.  F.  S.  Horrocks 

3.0  p.m. 

Gynaecological) 

Mr.  A.  M.  Hunter 

3.0  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

WEDNESDAY 

Dr.  H.  J.  Robinson 

9.0  a.m. 

Surgical 

Mr.  B.  E.  C.  Stanley 

9.30  a.m. 

Physio-therapy 

(By  appointment) 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin  (Registrar) 

2.30  p.m. 

Psychiatric 

Dr.  S.  W.  Hardwick 

3.30  p.m. 

Psychiatric  (old  cases) 

(By  appointment  with  Almoner) 

Dr.  S.  W.  Hardwick 

2.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic 

THURSDAY 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

9.30  a.m. 

Chest  (Refills) 

(By  appointment) 

Dr.  H.  J.  Robinson 

9.30  a. 111. 

Ophthalmic 

Dr.  W.  E.  Heath 

9.30  a.m. 

Ophthalmic  (K.E.C.) 

Mr.  G.  L.  Simmons 

1.30  p.m. 

Dental 

FRIDAY 

Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 

9.0  a.m. 

Medical 

Dr.  J.  Craig 

9.30  a.m. 

Fractures 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

10.15  a-m- 

Surgical 

(By  appointment  ) (Registrar) 

Mr.  Sol.  M.  Cohen 

2.30  p.m. 

Psychiatric 

Dr.  J.  J.  Pearse 

2.30  p.m. 

Medical 

(By  appointment  with  Almoner) 

SATURDAY 

Dr.  J.  Craig 

10.30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 
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DAKTFORD  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 

THE  WEST  HILL  HOSPITAL 


OUT-PATIENTS’  CLINICS 


General  Medicine 

Dr.  N.  D.  McCreath 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hogarth 

Dr.  G.  B.  Stratton 

1.30  p.m.  Monday,  etc. 

10. 0  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 

1.30  p.m.  Monday,  etc. 

Rheumatic 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hogarth 

2.0  p.m.  Wednesdays,  etc. 

Diabetic 

Dr.  J.  Goldstein 

2.0  p.m.  Friday,  etc. 

General  Surgery 

Mr.  T.  Meyrick  Thomas 

Mr.  T.  S.  Cochrane 

Mr.  J.  C.  Morris 

Mr.  J.  A.  E.  Watts 

9.30  a.m.  Wednesday 

10.0  a.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 

10. 0  a.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 

10. 0  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 

Gynaecology 

Mr.  G.  Dailey 

Mr.  A.  W.  Chester 

Mr.  W.  Gross 

9.30  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 

10. 0  a.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 

1.30  p.m.  Monday 

Infertility 

Mr.  Mr.  G.  Dailey 

q.30  a.m.  Tuesday 

Obstetrics 

Ante-Natal 

Mr.  G.  Dailey 

Mr.  A.  W.  Chester 

Mr.  W.  Gross 

1. 15  p.m.  Thursday 

1. 15  p.m.  Monday,  etc. 

10. 0  a.m.  Wednesday 

(In  addition  five  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  by  midwives). 

Post-Natal 

Mr.  W.  Gross 

2.0  p.m.  Wednesday 

Ophthalmology 

Mr.  F.  Oliver  Walker 

Mr.  J.  A.  Chivers 

2.30  p.m.  Monday 

10. 0  a.m.  Friday 

E.N.T. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Gild 

Mr.  J.  F.  Lipscomb 

Mr.  E.  H.  Rainer 

9.0  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 

1.30  p.m.  Thursday 

9.0  a.m.  Wednesday,  etc. 

Orthopaedics 

Mr.  K.  F.  Hulbert 

Fractures- 

Mr.  B.  Lawson 

Fractures- 

1.30  p.m.  Wednesday,  etc. 
—9.30  a.m.  Tuesday 

2.0  p.m.  Monday 
— 10.0  a.m.  Friday 

Paediatrics 

Dr.  S.  D.  V.  Weller 

Dr.  W.  E.  R.  Budd 

1.30  p.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 

2.0  p.m.  Wednesday 

Physical  Medicine 

Dr.R.  H.  Rattray 

2.0  p.m.  Monday,  etc. 

Psychiatry 

Dr.  H.  S.  Capoore 

2.0  p.m.  \  Tuesday,  etc. 

Dermatology 

Dr.  R.  J.  Cairns 

10. 0  a.m.  Wednesday,  etc. 

Venereology 

Dr.  C.  D.  Routh 

11. 0  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 

Chest  Diseases 

Dr.  H.  C.  Calvey 

9.0  a.m.  Monday,  etc. 
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THE  SOUTHERN  HOSPITAL,  DARTFORD 


General  Medicine 


OUT-PATIENTS’  CLINCIS 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hogarth  2.0  p.m.  '  Thursday 

Dr.  W.  E.  R.  Budd  10  a.m.  Monday 


Orthopaedic  Surgery 
Urology 


Mr.  B.  Lawson 
Mr.  E.  H.  Rainer 
S.  G.  Tuffill 


9.30  a.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 
2.0  p.m.  Wednesday 
2.0  p.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 


JOYCE  GREEN  HOSPITAL,  DARTFORD 
OUT-PATIENTS’  CLINICS 

General  Medicine  Dr.  J.  Goldstein  1.30  p.m.  Tuesday,  etc. 

General  Surgery  Mr.  J.  A.  E.  Watts  10.30  a.m.  Tuesday 


LIVINGSTONE  HOSPITAL,  DARTFORD. 
OUT-PATIENTS’  CLINICS. 


E.N.T. 

Gynaecology 
General  Medicine 

Psychiatry 


General  Surgery 


Mr.  J.  F.  Lipscomb  2.15  p.m.  Wednesday 

(fortnightly) 


Mr.  G.  Dailey  2.0  p.m.  Friday  (fortnightly) 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hogarth  9.30  a.m.  Wednesday 

(fortnightly) 

Dr.  B.  Cates  2.0  p.m.  Tuesday 

(fortnightly) 

Mr.  T.  Meyrick  Thomas  9.30  a.m.  Thursday 


APPENDIX  3 

WATER  SUPPLY  RESULTS  REFERRED  TO  ON  PAGE  16. 

No  of  organisms  per 
c.c.  capable  of  growth 
Date  of  on  Agar  at : 

Samples,  1952  37°C  22°C.  Remarks. 


16th  January 


23rd  January 
13th  February 


19th  March 


1 6th  April 


14th  May 


1 8th  June 


1 6th  July 


20th  August  . . . 


17th  September 


o 

3 


o 

o 

8 

1 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

4 

3 

4 

o 

o 

3 

o 

2 

2 
0 
o 

3 
o 

o 

o 

o 

4 
8 

3 

3 


o  Good  water 

o  Probable  No.  of  B.  coli  (presumptive) 
in  100  ml  =  1.  Further  tests 
showed  the  probable  number  of 
“Faecal”  B.  coli  in  100  ml  =1. 
There  is  evidence  of  recent  faecal 
contamination. 

2  Good  water 

o  Good  wator 

17  There  is  no  evidence  of  recent  faecal 

contamination. 

1  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

2  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

1  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

2  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

o  Good  Water 

o  Good  water 

9  There  is  no  evidence  of  recent  faecal 

contamination. 

25  Good  water 

5  There  is  no  evidence  of  recent  faecal 

contamination . 

8  Good  water 

15  Good  water 

4  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

4  Good  water 

4  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

4  Good  water 

2  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

o  Good  water 

24  No  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contam¬ 

ination. 

9  No  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contam¬ 

ination. 

4  Good  water 

4  Good  water 
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No  of  organisms  per 
c.e.  capable  of  growth 
Date  of  on  Agar  at : 


Samples,  1952 

37°C 

22°C. 

Remarks. 

22nd  October 

0 

0 

Good  water 

0 

0 

Good  water 

208 

40 

No  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

20 

3 

No  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination 

19th  November 

0 

0 

Good  water 

0 

17 

Good  water 

0 

0 

Good  water 

0 

6 

Good  water 

10th  December 

0 

3i 

No  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

0 

0 

Good  water 

0 

0 

Good  water 

17th  December 

0 

0 

Good  water 

In  addition  to  submitting  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  a  chemical 
analysis  is  obtained  from  the  Kent  County  Analyst,  as  necessary. 

The  Analyst’s  reports  for  1952  are  given  below  : — 


Parts  per  million 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total  solid  residue  (Dried  at  i8o°C) 

...  320 

367 

302 

3i5 

Chlorine 

...  18 

1 7 

17 

16 

Free  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

none 

none 

none 

none 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

none 

none 

none 

none 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

1.0 

7.0 

1.0 

4.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

none 

none 

none 

none 

Oxygen  absorbed,  \  hour  at  26.y°C 

0.03 

0.03 

O.II 

0.03 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at  2b.y°C 

0.05 

0.05 

0.17 

0.05 

Toxic  Metals 

not 

not 

not 

not 

• 

detected 

detected 

detected 

detected 

Free  and  combined  residual  chlorine 

on  not 

not 

not 

not 

receipt 

. . .  detected 

detected 

detected 

detected 

Hardness:  Temporary 

...  200 

168 

226 

122 

Permanent 

16 

24 

40 

24 

pH .  7.40 

Bacteriological  examination  :  Number  of 
colonies  developing  upon  agar — 

7-36 

7-38 

7.60 

In  2  days  at  37 °C  per  ml. 

16 

none 

— 

none 

In  3  days  at  22°C.  per  ml. 

•••  45 

1 

— 

none 

Presumptive  Coli.  per  100  ml. 

none 

none 

— 

none 

All  samples  were  fit  for  drinking. 


SEWAGE 

Twenty-four  samples  of  effluent  taken  from  the  sewage  works  at  various  points 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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